
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DC MEDICAID PHARMACY & THERAPEUTICS CORNER 

Next P&T Meeting: Thursday, Sept  4th 2025 @ 2pm 

 

INTRODUCING BIOSIMILARS 

The last DC Medicaid Fee For Service (FFS)    

P & T Committee was held on June 5th, 2025. 

You may review the latest DC FFS Preferred 

Drug List (PDL), effective July 1st, 2025 

at District of Columbia Medicaid | Home. The 

public session of the quarterly P & T Committee 

is open to all, and the next meeting is Thursday 

September 4th, 2025 @ 2:00 pm. Visit the Prime 

Therapeutics DC FFS Provider Website to view 

all previous agendas, and meeting notices. The 

September meeting notice will contain 

registration instructions  to attend the P&T 

public session as well as how to provide 

materials and/or make a presentation. The 

September meeting notice should be available 

August 1st, 2025.  

One of the most revolutionized, promising, and fastest 

growing topics in health care is biologics.  According to 

the Food, Drug, and Administration (FDA), biologics are 

a wide range of products such as vaccines, somatic cells, 

blood components, allergenics, gene therapy, tissues, and 

recombinant therapeutic proteins. Biologics are 

generally complex molecules that are used to diagnose, 

prevent, treat, and cure disease. Biologics are isolated 

and produced through biotechnology in a living system 

(human cell, microorganism, plant cell, or animal cell). 

Whether biologics are utilized for gene therapy to treat 

genetic diseases, immunotherapy for cancer treatment, 

biologic immunosuppressants for autoimmune disease, 

etc., there are notable advantages and disadvantages/ 

opportunities. 

There are 75 biosimilars approved by the FDA in the US 

as of May 2025. With the exponential growth on the 

market and pipeline, it is important for providers to 

understand the concept of biologics in healthcare. We 

will focus on  the advantages and disadvantages of 

biologics along with the following terms/ topics: 

biosimilars, interchangeable biosimilars, and 

nomenclature.  

Some Advantages: Biologics such as stem cell therapy, 

gene therapy, and immunotherapy are helping people 

with cancer live longer. Also, patients with chronic 

inflammatory and autoimmune diseases 

 

  

experience more success with biologics to control 

chronic inflammation and pain, preventing the 

need for corticosteroids which can become less 

effective with higher risk over time.  

Some Disadvantages: Biologics resemble living 

organisms and may trigger the immune system to 

mistake it for an invader or infection. This trigger 

may activate the immune system and remove or 

build antibodies against the biologic. Also, the 

production of large and complex molecules is 

more complicated and sensitive to small changes 

in contrast to chemically synthesized small 

molecular weight drugs. Since the production and 

regulation of biologics are difficult, time to 

market is longer than conventional drugs and 

therefore are much more expensive.  

Biosimilars increase access to innovative 

advancements in pharmaceutical treatments at 

potentially lower costs. The FDA defines 

biosimilars as, “a biologic medication that is 

highly similar to and has no clinically meaningful 

differences from an existing FDA-approved 

biologic, called a reference product”. Even 

though biosimilars are not identical to the 

reference products or original biologics, the FDA 

requires that there are no differences between 

safety, effectiveness, and type of source.  

Interchangeable biosimilars add another level 

of patient access to biologic medicine. Depending 

on state pharmacy laws, an interchangeable 

biosimilar may be substituted by a pharmacy for 

the referenced product without the intervention of 

a prescriber. However, not all biosimilars are 

interchangeable even though they may have the 

same referenced product name. The 

interchangeability of biosimilars must be 

approved by the FDA after manufacturers submit 

results that show no decrease in effectiveness or 

safety while switching.  

Nomenclature for biologic/ biosimilar drugs are 

developed by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and the FDA. The WHO assigns an 

international nonproprietary name (INN) which 

refers to the unique active ingredient component. 

The FDA  assigns a unique suffix to the 

nonproprietary name. This nomenclature provides 

many benefits such as preventing patients from 

receiving a non-interchangeable biosimilar. 

Biosimilars have the same INN with a reference 

product, with the addition of a random, four-letter  

suffix. So, the same or identical biosimilar product 

will have the same assigned suffix. However, two 

different biosimilar products will have the same 

INN but a different suffix. To determine if the two 

different biosimilar products with the same INN but 

different suffixes are interchangeable, utilizing the 

FDA Purple Book is highly recommended.  

Quite frequently in practice, a doctor’s office or 

patient will call a pharmacy to inquire if a specific 

biologic product is in stock. The pharmacist or 

technician will usually check the refrigerator and 

confirm that the requested biologic is available to 

dispense. Only later to discover that the appeared 

INN or unique active ingredient component product 

failed at quality assurance checkpoints during the 

pharmacy workflow and therefore cannot be 

dispensed for a waiting patient and require further 

steps from the prescriber. Or even worse, a non-

interchangeable biosimilar product with the same 

INN was overridden by the pharmacist at 

checkpoint and dispensed to the patient. In these 

cases, when a pharmacy receives a ‘stock check’  

request from a patient or doctor’s office,  a 

pharmacist on duty should be notified to utilize the 

FDA Purple Book.  

 

 

 

 
 

Image 1: Homepage of FDA Purple Book 

 

PHARMACIST PRACTICE NUGGETS: 

To prevent confusion for patients, prescribers, and 

pharmacists the following should be understood or 

utilized: Biologic Nomenclature, FDA Purple 

Book, interchangeable biosimilar state laws. 

 

DID YOU KNOW?? The top biosimilars on the 

DC Fee For Service (FFS) Preferred Drug List 

(PDL) are Rapid Acting Insulins and  Cytokine & 

CAM Antagonists. Also, D.C. Law 23-133, Access 

to Biosimilars Amendment Act of 2020 pertains to 

pharmacists and biosimilars.  As per this law, in DC 

a licensed pharmacist may, with the consent of the 

patient, substitute an interchangeable 

biosimilar.  The substitution must be communicated 

to the patient at the point of dispensing and to the 

prescriber.  
Connect With Us 

Phone: (202) 442-5988 
Fax: (202) 442-4790 
Email: dhcf@dc.gov 

Summer 2025                                                                                                                                                                                    ISSUE 2 

DC MEDICIAD 

PHARMACY & 

THERAPEUTICS (P & T) 

CORNER 
 

DC MEDICAID FEE FOR 

SERVICE 

 DRUG UTILIZATION 

REVIEW (DUR)  
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdc.fhsc.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjepurde.white%40primetherapeutics.com%7Ce822baef0a7b4e2dec9408dda82abb5b%7C34c95ba75ec64527bc5eb33b58104992%7C0%7C0%7C638851624129055244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9YrJV8OoWi4nJXCssIOFoZU9%2BdV5sxsMiLLAm4%2BhI3w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdc.fhsc.com%2Fproviders%2FPDL.asp&data=05%7C02%7Cjepurde.white%40primetherapeutics.com%7Ce822baef0a7b4e2dec9408dda82abb5b%7C34c95ba75ec64527bc5eb33b58104992%7C0%7C0%7C638851624129076702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hRXaCUs%2B%2FIQm%2BIHcRKoCEzqCG7eFrP0aN01MNEkcJxE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdc.fhsc.com%2Fproviders%2FPDL.asp&data=05%7C02%7Cjepurde.white%40primetherapeutics.com%7Ce822baef0a7b4e2dec9408dda82abb5b%7C34c95ba75ec64527bc5eb33b58104992%7C0%7C0%7C638851624129076702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hRXaCUs%2B%2FIQm%2BIHcRKoCEzqCG7eFrP0aN01MNEkcJxE%3D&reserved=0
https://purplebooksearch.fda.gov/
https://purplebooksearch.fda.gov/
https://www.fda.gov/media/93218/download
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/08/2019-04242/nonproprietary-naming-of-biological-products-update-draft-guidance-for-industry-availability
https://purplebooksearch.fda.gov/
https://purplebooksearch.fda.gov/
https://dc.fhsc.com/downloads/providers/DCRx_PDL_listing.pdf
https://dc.fhsc.com/downloads/providers/DCRx_PDL_listing.pdf
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/laws/23-133
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/laws/23-133
mailto:dhcf@dc.gov




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		District_pharmacy_newsletter_issue_2mb.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 3



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Skipped		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Skipped		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

